Father John Kartje

As chaplain and director, Fr. John oversees the spiritual care, growth and development of the Sheil Catholic Center community in its ongoing mission to be the presence of the Catholic Church at Northwestern University. His service to Sheil includes celebrating the sacraments, providing personal spiritual direction and sharing his passion for sacred scripture through both preaching and teaching. He holds a doctorate in Biblical Studies from the Catholic University of America, where his research focused on the Book of Psalms.

Fr. John is a native of the Chicago area and one of the few avid Sox fans on the North Side. Before his ordination to the priesthood, he obtained a PhD in astronomy and astrophysics from the University of Chicago and worked for several years in astrophysical research.

When not at Sheil, Fr. John can often be found running along the lake or hanging out at local coffee shops. 
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