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The Portrait of Paul
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Gal 1:11--2:2; 1 Cor 15:8-11; 2 Cor 11:21b-12:10
Paul:

- was named Paul, a Greek name and Saul, a Jewish name, was bornin
Tarsus, in southeastern Asia Minor.

- Came from Jewish family of Pharisees of the tribe of Benjamin and named
for King Saul.

- Educated in Hellenistic philosophy and Jewish exegesis

- Resident of Damascus

- Persecutor of early Christian movement; became Christian through
dramatic revelation of Jesus Christ

- First years as a Christian in Arabia are amystery, but three years after his
call, Paul went to Jerusalem to visit; he saw Peter and James. 14 years
later he returned for “the Jerusalem Conference” (Acts 15)

- On mission field, worked with team, supported himself, often in danger or
abused; suffered from a personal problem or injury

- Collection for the poor of Jerusalem was a concern, in order to bring
Gentiles and Jewish Christian believers closer

- Wrote to churches while in other areas to address problems

- Self-perception that he was “apostle of JC sent to the Gentiles

- Presumably imprisoned in Rome and dies a martyr

Pauline L etters
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First Thess (Corinth, 52-53 c.e.)
1 Cor (Ephesus 53-55; longest | etter)
2 Cor (Ephesus 53-56; severd letters)
Gal (Ephesus 53-56)
Rom (Corinth 56-57)
Phil/Phim (Rome 60-62; Caesarea 57-59; Ephesus 54-55)
Rom 1:4, 4:24; 16:2; Phil 2:11; 3:20
Writings attributed to Paul
- Deutero-Pauline (70-100 c.e.) Eph, Col, 2 Thess
- Pastoral Epistles (100-110 c.e.) 1-2 Tim, Titus
- Hebrews

The Spirituality of Paul
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The Cross (1 Cor 1:17-18; Ga 6:12-14; Phil 2:1-11)

Lifein the Spirit (Rom 1:3b-4, 9; Rom 8:1-17; Rom 14:17; 1 Cor 6:19; Gal 5:22-
23; Rom 12:4-8)

The Body of Christ (1 Cor 11:17-34; 12:12-27, Rom 12:4-5)

The Future of Hope (1 Cor 15:20-28; Rom 8:31-39)
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Paul led to execution. 4™ century
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