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Introduction:

 
“The church is on a journey...(it) is not an archaeological museum but is alive, tireless and life-giving; and it makes its way forward, often in unexpected ways” (Pope John XXIII)

--The unique of the gospels as “pastoral” documents, as theology in narrative, mean to inspire and guide the church—each with their own distinct characteristics.
I. The Situation of Matthew's Community and the Pastoral Response of the Gospel.

      1. The Context of the Gospel:


A community of "mixed" population, living in a time of profound transition; in growing tension with post-70 formative Judaism: a) Church/synagogue tensions; b) Particularist/universalist tensions.

 2. The Characteristic Features of Matthew’s Gospel:  


a) Incorporation of Mark’s Gospel with its emphasis on Jesus as healer and on the passion of Jesus.


b) Incorporation of additional teaching material: the five “discourses” of Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew (the Sermon on the Mount chs. 5-7; the Mission Discourse, ch 10; the Parable Discourse, ch. 13; the Community Discourse, ch. 18; the Apocalyptic Discourse, chs. 24-25).


c) In Matthew’s portrayal, Jesus is both teacher (chs. 5-7) and healer (ch. 8-9)—with both dimensions meant to guide the mission of the church (9:35-10:42).

d) A strong connection to Judaism: continuity in the midst of discontinuity.


e) The addition of a beginnings (chs. 1-2) and an ending (ch. 28:16-20).

      2. The Response of Matthew's Gospel:


--Matthew retells the story of Jesus to help his community establish continuity with the past and perspective for the future.  
a) Continuity with the Past: Faith in Jesus reclaims the heart of what it means 

to be a member of the people of God, a true Israelite. The Word of God, 

present in history from creation, finds its fullest expression in Jesus of   

Nazareth:

1. The life and person of Jesus fulfills the Hebrew Scriptures: OT 

                                      fulfillment texts in Matthew; Jesus and OT typology.

2. The teaching and ministry of Jesus bring Judaism to its goal or 

           "fulfillment"; does not destroy it: interpretation of law (5:17-20); the    

           death-resurrection of Jesus inaugurates the end time, the new age.

b) Openness to the Future: faith in Jesus also give perspective for an uncertain 

future:

 1. Matthew emphasizes the broken patterns in the way God dealt with 

      Israel: the genealogy and infancy narrative; Continuity in the midst of 

      discontinuity.
 2.  In Jesus’ ministry, the outsiders, outcasts, and Gentiles often 
               respond better to the good news than insiders: e.g., Magi; tax collectors and 

   sinners; centurion; Canaanite woman; etc.
 3.  Jesus in Matthew’s Gospel insists that response rather than mere
      words or status is determinative of what it means to belong to God's people.    
      
   The ethical focus of Matthew’s Gospel. 

 
4.   Matthew emphasizes that, with Jesus, a new age has dawned that

   allows for radical change in law, mission, etc. The Risen Christ is “Emmanuel”
   (God-with-us): 1:23; 18:20; 28:20.

II. Matthew’s Portrait of Jesus as Model for the Christian in the World


a) Jesus as Teacher (esp. chapters 5-7) and Healer (esp. chapters 8-9): The heart of Matthew’s portrait of Jesus.   The mission of the community is to continue the work of Jesus in the world (chapter 10; 28:16-20), which is the embodiment of the twofold command of love (22:34-40).  The “field is the world” (13:38).

b) The disciples are called to “follow” Jesus and to share in his mission of “fishing for people.”  Therefore, the church in the midst of its profound transition and its accompanying tensions, is to be a community of compassionate care and limitless forgiveness, a community in which the Risen Christ is always present (Jesus’ discourse in chapter 18).  

Conclusion:  Finding our bearings as Christians—the importance of the Gospels.  The author of the Gospel fulfills the function the scribe described in Mt 13:52 - "able to bring from his treasure house things new and old."
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